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ABSTRACT 



The invention relates to a method and an arrangement for 
terminal-oriented performance monitoring in a telecommu- 
nications network having a public side and a mobile sub- 
scriber side with terminals. Information with respect to 
network performance is collected by the subscriber termi- 
nals or in connection with the subscriber terminals and 
transferred to the public side. The iirformatip^ includes ^he 
gradejofjrcryic^ 
maticjr^'ffieTqulft^ 

networ k and non-co nnection info rmation^ With the aid of the 
invention the network operator is provided with a picture of 
the performance from the point of view of the customer and 
he can thus operate the network more effectively at the same 
time as the performance experienced by the customer is kept 
under control 

7 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet 
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METHOD AND AN ARRANGEMENT FOR 
PERFORMANCE MONITORING IN A 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK 

This application is a continuation of application Ser. No. 5 
07/982,582, filed on Nov. 27, 1992, now abandoned 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The invention relates to a method and an arrangement for 
performance monitoring, in a telecommunications network 
and, in particular, a mobile telephone network. 10 

A telecommunications network has one side thereof 
which consists of a public or landline network and the side 
thereof which consists of a subscribers' network The sub- 
scribers' network includes terminals which, in the case of a 
mobile telephone network, can be mobile terminals. 15 

With a mobile telephone network, the subscriber's per- 
ception of the performance of the network can provide 
important information for the network operator. 

Known methods for collecting information relating to 
network performance in a mobile telephone network can be 20 
divided into two major groups. 

With the first of these groups, information is collected on 
the traffic handled, the number of successful or unsuccessful 
calls established, transferred and disconnected, and so on, on 
the public or landline side of the network. In known per- 25 
formance monitoring system architectures, information can 
be stored, In principle, at a very detailed level, for example, 
radio channels, subscribers, terminals, connections and so 
forth. However, such systems presuppose that it is possible 
to establish a connection with and identify the terminal 30 
concerned 

In the second of these groups, test traffic is used on the 
subscribers' i.e. mobile, side of the network. Network opera- 
tors have recently established various performance monitor- 
ing systems for obtaining information concerning network 35 
operation as seen from the mobile side of the network. In 
such systems, geographical and system-related information 
can be collected for subsequent compilation at a central 
location. The collected items of information are obtained as 
a result of the use of test traffic, for example, in the form of 40 
a large number of connections, calls, transfers and discon- 
nections made along a test link. This type of test traffic also 
provides the network operator with information concerning 
how the mobile telephone network looks from the mobile 
side, with the important reservation that it is test traffic and 45 
not 'real" traffic that is monitored and thereby observed 
during the test period. With this performance monitoring 
arrangement, it is likely that the reliability of the statistics 
obtained through use of the test traffic will be of doubtful 
validity because the test traffic to which the statistics relate 50 
will be disturbed by other test traffic or the marginal test 
traffic will result in the mobile telephone network demon- 
strating problems which would not otherwise have occurred. 

It is an object of the present invention to overcome the 
foregoing problems by using a terminal-orientated perfor- 55 
raance monitoring method and arrangement wherein infor- 
mation related to call and network performance of a tele- 
communications system is stared in, ox in association with, 
the subscribers' terminals which are connected to the sys- 
tem. Hie provision of storage can consequently be included 60 
in the system specification. Hie information which can then 
be obtained is not accessible by any of the above-mentioned 
known methods for monitoring the network performance. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION w 

The invention provides a method for performance moni- 
toring in a telecommunications network having a first side 
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which comprises a public network and having a second side 
which comprises a subscribers' network with subscriber 
tenmnals, the method including the steps of collecting 
information relating to the performance of the telecommu- 
nications network on the subscribers* side of the network 
and transferring the collected information to the public side 
of the network. 

The information that is collected relates, inter alia, to 
grade of service, call switching and transmission channel 
quality. 

The transfer of information can be effected by means of 
a protocol established between the two sides of the network 
or by deduced protocols/sequences ie. as part of call set-up, 
call transfer, or call disconnect 

The invention also provides an arrangement fox perfor- 
mance monitoring in a telecommunications network having 
a first side comprising a public network and a second side 
comprising a subscribers' network with subscriber 
terminals, wherein the subscriber terminals include, or are 
associated with, means for collecting information on net- 
work performance and for transferring the collected infor- 
mation to the public side of the network. 

The foregoing and other features according to the present 
invention will be better understood from the following 
description of preferred embodiments of the invention. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a schematic of a conventional mobile telephone 
network, and 

FIG. 2 is block diagram of a mobile or fixed terminal 
according to the invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE P REFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION 

As stated above, a tdecommunications network consists 
of a public or landline side and a subscribers' side. The 
public ox landline side consists of stations and connection 
channels and is controlled by the network operator. The 
subscribers' side consists of subscriber terminals, for 
example, data terminals and telephones. 

In order to facilitate efficient operation of the network by 
the network operator and to minimize network problems, it 
is important for the operator to be able to obtain detailed 
information concerning the performance of the network, as 
experienced by the customer. This information will enable 
the operator to rectify any errors and/or other problems that 
may arise, to expand the network as and when required in a 
suitable/preferred way, etc. 

In a mobile telephone network, the following information, 
for example, can be used by the network operator: 

(a) information on the grade of service, that is to say the 
amount of time a subscriber's terminal was unable to 
communicate with the public or landline side of the 
network during the period of time the terminal was 
activated but outside the coverage area of the terminal, i.e. 
without being able to communicate with the base station; 

(b) detailed information on all error conditions associated 
with call switching ie. call set-up, call communication' 
and call disconnection coupled with information on traffic 
area, base station identity, position, etc. This information 
is not accessible by means of error monitoring functions 
in base stations and exchanges when it is not possible to 
identify the terminal concerned; and | 

(c) information on the quality of the transmission channel! 
for example, soft information from an error-correcting 
decoder. \ 
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a The subscriber terminals according to the present inven- 
tion comprise sensing, elements which are adapted to sense 
'selected activities of the terminals, for example, how long 
&e terminal is activated, which switching actions are carried 
gilt and how much work is being carried out by the error- 
correcting decoder. The information relating, to the opera- 
tion of the sensing elements Is stored in suitable registers. 
Thus, fox the collection of the information referred to at (a) 
above relating to grade of service, the sensing elements will 
need to include a tune-controlled unit and a memory unit. 

The stored information is suitably transferred from the 
subscribers' side of the network to the public side of the 
network by means of the protocol established between the 
two sides of the network or by deduced protocols/sequences, 
for example, in connection with call set-up, call transfer, or 
call disconnecting or by developing general protocols/ 
sequences. 

The method and arrangement according to the present 
invention provides the network operator with many advan- 
tages compared with known performance monitoring tech- 20 
nology in that the network operator is provided with 
customer-orientated information concerning the perfor- 
mance of a telecommunications network and is thereby able 
to effect more efficient operation of the network and at the 
same time ensure that the network performance, as expert- 25 
enced by the customer, is kept under control. Thus, in 
comparison to known systems, the operator obtains a sig- 
nificantly more representative basis for analysis of the 
system performance, as experienced by the customer. 
Furthermore, by compiling information on activated termi- 30 
nals and in respect of areas where the operator lacks cover, 
a valuable information data base can be established for 
planning, network expansion, ^indivia^^bscnder^are 1 
expenen^g^an^u^ then 
such : sutocribCT;pr^ 35 
frpmaffie$network$op&^ 
problemsfairdican also obtam 

Known^systems provide abundant examples of poor or* 
'gradually deteriorated antenna installations, etc., which, in 

f^irn, can entail problems even for other subscribers. 40 
The invention is transferred between the subscriber's side 
and the public side of the network as follows, with reference 
to FIG. 1. The information is collected by the mobile 
terminal or by a device connected to it The information is 
transferred over the radio path, through the base station 45 
system, further through the switching system and to the 
operations and maintenance (O&M) system. Thejtransfeitis ■ 
jnitjiatw^ 

commandrtrcah tiie O&M -system/* ~ ~ 
( j In FIG. 2A and B tb^gemerTepres ent the full tenninal with 50 
performance monitoring. A is a conventional terminal that 
can work alone as a terminal in the system. In a terminal 
/according to the invention B is integrated with or attached to 
■ 'A. The radio interface transmits continuous information and 
rthe logical and functional block transmits event information 55 
uo the monitoring unit 

Whilst the preferred embodiments of the invention, as 
outlined above, have been directed towards mobile tele- 
phone networks, it wi *n be directly evident to persons 
skilled in the art that the present invention can be general- 60 
ized in many ways so as to make the invention suitable far 
application to a network for landline telecommunication or 
data communication, that is to say everything, from the 
telephones in the home to satellites and personal computers 
in the data network. 



What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by 
letters patent of the United States is: 

1. A method for performance monitoring in a mobile 
telecommunications network having a first side which com- 
prises a public network and having a second side which 
comprises a subscribers' network with mobile subscriber 
terminals, the method including the steps of collecting 
information relating to the performance of the telecommu- 
nications network on the mobile subscribers* network and in 
the mobile portion thereof, including at least non-connection 
statistics and transferring over a radio path the collected 
information to the public network upon connection of 
mobile subscribers 1 terminal to said public network wherein 
the collected information includes information relating to 
the grade of service provided by the telecommunication 
network and wherein the grade of service information 
includes information relating to the amount of time a sub- 
scriber terminal was unable to communicate with the public 
network during the period of time the said terminal was 
activated but outside the coverage area of the terminal. 

2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the informa- 
tion relating to network performance is collected by circuits 
that are internal to said subscriber terminals. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the collected 
information includes information relating to all error con- 
ditions associated with call switching. 

4. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the collected 
information includes information relating to the quality of 
the transmission channel. 

5. A method for performance monitoring in a mobile 
tdecommunications network having a first side which com- 
prises a public network and having a second side which 
comprises a subscribers 1 network with mobile subscriber 
terminals, the method including the steps of collecting 
information relating to the performance of the telecommu- 
nications network on the mobile subscribers' network and In 
the mobile portion thereof, including at least non-connection 
statistics and transferring over a radio path the collected 
information to the public network upon connection of 
mobile subscribers' terminal to said public network, wherein 
the transfer of the collected information is facilitated by a 
protocol established between the subscriber terminals and 
the public and wherein the transfer of the collected infor- 
mation is effected as part of call set-up, call transfer, or call 
disconnection. 

6. A method for performance monitoring in a mobile 
telephone network having a first side which comprises a 
public network and having a second side which comprises a 
subscribers' network with mobile subscriber terminals, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

collecting information relating to the performance of the 
mobile telephone network on the subscribers' network 
and in the mobile portion thereof including at least 
non-connection statistics and transferring over a radio 
path the collected information to the public network in 
accordance with a protocol established between the 
subscriber terminals and the public network upon a 
connection of a mobile terminal wherein the transfer of 
the collected information is effected as part of call 
set-up, call transfer or call disconnection. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 6, wherein the collected 
information relates to grade of service, call switching and 
transmission channel quality. 
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